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Illinois Senate Bill 234 (continued)

People with severe mental illnesses are killed by police in 
just ifiable homicides at a rate near ly four t imes greater 
than the general public.(8)

In Phoenix, incidents in which police used force with 
mentally il l individuals tr ipled between 1998 and 2003, 
cont inu ing to r ise despite a training program introduced 
in 2001 to teach officers about mental i l lness and how to  
appropr iately respond to a person in mental health cr isis. 
In 2002, 30 chronically mentally il l people had 
confrontat ions with Phoenix police that ended with force, 
from physical restraint to shoot ing. (9)

Nearly one third of those k illed in police shoot ings in New 
York City in 1999 were mentally il l. (10)

A review of 30 cases of people shot and k illed by police in 
Seatt le disclosed that one-third of the people showed 
signs of being emotionally disturbed or mentally ill at the 
t ime of the incident. (11)

Part of the problem is ineffective treatment laws that 
requ ire someone to be dangerous to himself or  others 
before they can be treated involuntar ily. Such laws force 
law enforcement officers to become involved when a 
person deter iorates to a dangerous condit ion. 

 

A significant reason for the dangerousness of individuals 
in ser ious mental health cr ises is the failu re to take 
medicat ion. The single most significant reason why 
individuals with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder fail to 

take their  medicat ion is because of their  lack  of 
awareness of their  i l lness (anosognosia). (12)  

Il l inois law, like Texas and many other states, current ly 
requ ires a person with mental i l lness to be an actual 
physical danger to himself or others before that person 
can be court-ordered into mental health treatment. A new 
law, Senate Bill 234, was signed into law by Governor Rod 
Blagojevich on September 10, 2007. The law takes effect 
June 2008. The new law loosens the str ict  dangerousness 
standard and allows ear lier  intervent ion for  people with 
incapacitat ing symptoms of mental i l lness like 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. This law will make it  
easier to use assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) which 
has been shown to reduce rates of hospitalization, 
homelessness, arrests, and incarcerat ion, saving both 
l ives and money. 

Current law allows court-ordered treatment if one of the 
two condit ions are present:

k A person with mental i l lness who because of his or her 
illness is reasonably expected to inflict serious physical 
harm upon himself or  herself or  another in the near 
fu ture which may include threatening behavior or 
conduct that places another individual in reasonable 
expectat ion of being harmed; or

k A person with mental i l lness and who because of his or 
her il lness is unable to provide for  his basic physical 
needs so as to guard himself or  herself from ser ious 
harm without assistance of family or outside help.

The revision in the law allows for the placement in 
t reatment of anyone who:

k Because of the nature of his or her il lness, is unable to 
understand his or her need for treatment and who, if 
not treated, is at r isk  of suffer ing or cont inu ing to 
suffer mental deter iorat ion or emotional deter iorat ion, 
or both, to the point that the person is at r isk  of 
engaging in dangerous conduct.

"The single most significant reason why 
individuals with schizophrenia and bipolar 

disorder fail to take their medication is because 
of their lack of awareness of their illness 

(anosognosia)."
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