
Law enforcement officers are increasingly the 
ones responding to individuals in ser ious 
mental health cr ises. In 1976, the New York  
City Police Department took approximately 
1,000 "emotionally disturbed persons" to 
hospitals for  emergency psychiatr ic evaluat ion. 
By 1998, the number increased to 24,787.(1)

Sher iffs in California reported that 9 percent of 
emergency calls were related to a mental health 
crisis.(2)  The number of police responses to 
complaints about "emotionally disturbed 
persons" in New York  City rose from 20,843 in 
1980, to 46,845 in 1988(3), to 64,424 in 1998.(4)

In Flor ida, law enforcement officers respond to 
individuals with mental i l lnesses who are in 
cr isis by having them assessed under the 
state's mental health treatment law, the Baker 
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Act. In 2000, there were 34 percent more Baker 
Act cases (80,869) than DUI arrests (60,337). 
Flor ida law enforcement officers alone init iate 
near ly 100 Baker Act cases each day. That is 
comparable to the number of aggravated 
assault  arrests for  the state (111 per day) and 
40 percent more than the arrests for burglary 
(71 per day). (5)

In 1998, people with mental i l lnesses k illed law 
enforcement officers at a rate 5.5 t imes greater 
than the rest of the populat ion. (6)  Also in 1998, 
law enforcement officers were more likely to be 
k illed by a person with a mental i l lness (13 
percent) than by assailants who had a prior 
arrest for  assault ing police or resist ing arrest 
(11 percent). (7)
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Il l inois state 
house. Il l inois 
r ecent ly passed 
Senate Bi l l  234 
which loosens 
the str ict  
dangerousness 
standar d and 
al lows ear l ier  
inter vent ion 
for  people with 
incapacitat ing 
symptoms of  
mental i l lness 
l ike 
schizophr enia 
and bipolar 
disor der .


