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Illinois state
house. lllinois
recently passed
Senate Bill 234
which loosens
the strict
dangerousness
standard and
allows earlier
intervention
for people with
incapacitating
symptoms of
mental illness
like
schizophrenia
and bipolar
disorder.

Law enforcement officers are increasingly the
ones responding to individuals in serious
mental health crises. In 1976, the New York
City Police Department took approximately
1,000 ‘'"emotionally disturbed persons" to
hospitals for emergency psychiatric evaluation.
By 1998, the number increased to 24,787.u

Sheriffs in California reported that 9 percent of
emergency calls were related to a mental health
crisis.y  The number of police responses to
complaints about “"emotionally disturbed
persons” in New York City rose from 20,843 in
1980, to 46,845 in 1988, to 64,424 in 1998.4

In Florida, law enforcement officers respond to
individuals with mental illnesses who are in
crisis by having them assessed under the
state's mental health treatment law, the Baker

Act. In 2000, there were 34 percent more Baker
Act cases (80,869) than DUI arrests (60,337).
Florida law enforcement officers alone initiate
nearly 100 Baker Act cases each day. That is

comparable to the number of aggravated
assault arrests for the state (111 per day) and
40 percent more than the arrests for burglary
(71 per day). s

In 1998, people with mental illnesses killed law
enforcement officers at a rate 5.5 times greater
than the rest of the population. ¢ Alsoin 1998,
law enforcement officers were more likely to be
killed by a person with a mental illness (13
percent) than by assailants who had a prior
arrest for assaulting police or resisting arrest
(11 percent). o
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