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mother was off of her psychotropic medications and that
she had wandered about 2.5 miles from their home. The

woman did not know how she
got to the Walgreens or where
she was. Officers Swanson and
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Anna stated the CIT
training she received in the
academy was very helpful in
preparing her for this type of
call. Officer Hicks said he
backed off and let Anna handle

minutes, Anna got
the woman to calm
down. Her CIT
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her very first call because of
her CIT certification. He was
very impressed with her
proficiency at de-escalating the
situation. Officer Hicks
specifically mentioned Anna's
ability to calm this very agitated, paranoid, psychotic
woman down. Officer Hicks stated the CIT training was
"most definitely an advantage."

tasks identified for Texas
peace officers have the
direct potential to require
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Field Training Officer Increasingly, agencies

are realizing the need for
these skills and are providing the 40-hour CIT curriculum in
their academies.

k The Pennsylvania Department of Corrections etimates that it costs approximatdy $80 per day to incarcerate an average inmate
and $140 per day to incarcerate a person with serious mental illness (Griminal JugiceMental Health Consensus Project. New York
City, Coundl of Sate Governments)

e A New York jail spends approximatdy $315,000 per year on overtime for deputies who are conducting 24-hour suicide watch.
(Ibid)

k Nearly half the inmates with a mental iliness in date or federal prison in the United Sates are incarcerated for committing a non-

violent crime. (Ibid)

k The length of incarceration for people with a serious mental illness is dgnificantly longer, averaging 5 times as long as al other of-
fenders on Riker's Idand (New York Gity's largest jail). (Ibid)

k Resarchers at Portland Sate Universty, Portland, OR, found male veterans are twice as likdy to commit suidde than men who

are not veterans. The VA estimates every year 6,500 veterans take their own lives.

k Following a decade of steady decline, the suicide rate among U.S. youth younger than 20 years of age increased by 18% from
2003 to 2004 - the largest dngleyear change in the pediatric suidde rate over the pag 15 years, acoording to a report by the
Resaarch Inditute at Nationwide Children's Hospital published in the Journa of the American Medical Assodiation.



